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MINUTES OF CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
 NOVEMBER 2016. 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Cornforth Parish Council held at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Centre, Cornforth, on Monday 14th November 2016. 
 
Present:  Councillor Mr. A. Hodgson and 
 
Councillors: Mr. C. Baker, Dr. S. C. Drew, Mr. P. Metcalfe, Mrs. S. Neville, Mrs. M. 
Poole, Mr. R. Poole, Mr. M. Simpson, Mrs. S. Traynor, Mr. R. Vaughan, Mrs. M. 
Walker and Mr. A. Wilson.  
 
Apologies:  Councillors: Mr. T. Cutmore, Mrs. H. P. Drew and Mr. C. Hodgson. 
 
1.  APOLOGIES. 
 

The above apologies were noted and accepted. 
 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
 

There were no declarations of interest with regard to any item on the agenda. 
 
3.  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th October 2016, a copy of which had been 
circulated with the agenda, were agreed and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ON THE AGENDA 
 

There were no matters arising that were not covered on the agenda.  
 

5.  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Vice Chairman reported that there had been a marked decrease in anti-social 
behaviour following the resolution of disputes in Salisbury Terrace.  A number of 
disturbances by youths had been reported in the High Street and this included 
£2,000 worth of damage to the Salvation Army Hall.  Those responsible had been 
identified by a neighbour from photographs and one is in custody.  Social Services 
and the CPS are involved and are trying to find out why these youths, who have 
made a sudden appearance, are staying with relatives in the village.  There were 
also break-ins at Steetley’s offices and the Parish and County Council allotment 
sites.  The High Street is now being treated as a priority area. 
 

6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION. 
 
A resident asked to speak on the issue of allotments (item 11).  Damage had been 
done to two allotments with access being gained through the Patterson and 
Wilkinson plots.  Witnesses claimed two or three youths aged about 13/14 had been 
responsible.  These could be the same youths referred to in item 5. 
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7.  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
The Chairman read out a letter that he had received from the Banner Group thanking 
the Parish Council for its support.  
 
8. AAP ISSUES 
 

The Chairman, as an elected member of the AAP Board, reported that there had 
been no Board Meeting of the 4Together Partnership. Voting on the priority subjects 
for 2016/17 would be held at the Church Christmas Fayre and voting will close on 
13th December 2016. 
 
9.  COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 

Our County Councillor representative reported on the following Durham County 
Council issues: 
 

i) There is to be another temporary closure of the road through The Green 
between 9am and 1pm on 19th December to allow for trees to be pruned. 
 

ii) The County Council is considering a planning application for flats in the 
High Street and this is to be reported under item 10 of this agenda 

 
10. PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS FROM DURHAM COUNTY’S 
WEEKLY LISTS. 
 
The Clerk reported that at the time of the despatch of this agenda, which included 
applications up to and including 7th November 2016, the following application had 
been received that was of interest to this Parish Council. 
 

i) DM/16/02814/FPA – Mr. Danial Riding – Musafir,(formerly The Victoria 
P.H.), High Street Cornforth DL17 9HN – Conversion to five flats.  After 
discussion, which included support from Councillor A. Wilson and the 
possibility of off street parking being available on both adjoining County 
Council land and at the surgery, the application was unanimously 
supported.  The proposals were regarded as adding to the village housing 
stock and a great environmental improvement. 

 
Members were informed that the following application had been determined and 
approved: 
 

i)  DM/14/02765/VOCMN – Tarmac – Thrislington Works   Variation of 
Condition 5 to extend the time limit for the aggregates recycling facility. 
 

11.   ALLOTMENT LETTINGS AND REPLACEMENT GATES AND TAPS 
 
Councillor Metcalfe was not able to progress on quotes to replace the damaged 
allotment gate or new taps.  Livin’, Network Rail and Northumbrian Water were being 
approached about improvements, including fencing and work on the culvert. 
The work carried out on Patterson’s allotments was noted.  The dumping of manure 
on the Tate’s plot from Mr. Wilkinson’s plot was noted and the Clerk asked to act. 
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The Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Mr. William Wilkinson asking 
that the allotments leased to his late father be transferred to him.  Such a request is 
permissible under the terms of the lease and Members agreed the request. 
At the close of the meeting Councillors appointed to the Allotments Sub Committee 
met to set an agenda and date for the next meeting of the Sub Committee. 
 
12. REPAIRS TO PAVING ON THE GREEN. 
 
The Clerk reported that he had sent out tenders for the resurfacing work at Village 
Farm and advised both Durham County Council and our insurers of the claim made 
by Mr. Crowe at No.16 The Green. The tenderers had been asked to add in the cost 
of work at No. 18 The Green and two tenders had been returned.  The Council’s 
insurers/loss adjusters had visited No. 16 on 28th October 2016 and advised that the 
Council should act quickly to repair the footpaths at both addresses.  The internal 
damage to No.16 would be dealt with separately, both in terms of what is required 
and liability.  The signatories had therefore been asked to open the tenders on 1st 
November 2016.  Terra Firma’s tender was £6,370 ex VAT, but omitted any 
reference to work at No. 18.  M. Spence Surfacing Ltd. priced the same work at 
£6,450, but had complied with the tender instructions and added the additional 
paving at a cost of £650, giving a total of £7,060.  Members resolved to accept the 
tender from M. Spence Surfacing. The company had indicated that it is able to start 
work on 21st November and will take five days.  Under the Financial Regulations it 
was agreed that the Council would carry out the work at No. 16 as it is similar to that 
included in the tender.  
Councillor Mrs. Walker expressed concerns over public liability and work guarantee 
which the Clerk would address in advising the contractor of the Council’s decision. 
 
13. BENCHES IN THE MEMORIAL PARK. 
 
The Clerk reported that in accordance with the decisions made at the last meeting, 
Durham County Council had been asked to price for benches around the park, but 
as yet no quote had been received. 
 
14. TREES IN MIDDLEHAM ROAD. 
 
The Clerk reported that a number of trees were planted close together on the Parish 
Council’s land in Middleham Road some years ago.  They are now overcrowded and 
blocking sight lines.  Altogether Greener had priced the thinning of the trees at £260 
plus VAT.  Members agreed to carry out the work.   
 
15.  TURSDALE WAR MEMORIAL STATUE. 
 
The Clerk reported that the grant from Tarmac of up to £3,500 had been approved.  
Subject to confirmation by the Tarmac Board and its registration as an Entrust 
project, all of the grant required would be in place.  Members agreed that at that 
point the Clerk should act to commission the fabrication of the statue. 
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16. CORNFORTH PARTNERSHIP. 
 
Members are advised that Mr. Garry Stokes of Cornforth Partnership had asked to 
make a presentation to the Parish Council on the future of the organisation at the 
next meeting.  Mr. Stokes was formally invited to address the Council on this issue. 
 

17. FINANCIAL REPORTS. 
 

i)  BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENTS – POSITION AT 31st 
OCTOBER 2016. 

 

The current bank reconciliation statement and a comparison of this year’s budget to 
actual income and expenditure, had been attached to the agenda. 
 

ii) REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. 
 
Members were reminded that a request for financial assistance received from a 
Community Development CIC “Inside Out” had been deferred at the last meeting to 
obtain a bank statement.  The group proposes operating a new rug making group for 
20 people for twelve weeks and seeks help with equipment and room hire.  The total 
estimated cost is £840.  The cost of the hall hire is £240.  Members agreed to pay 
the hall hire costs directly to the Church Hall operators on monthly invoice and up to 
a maximum of £240. 
 
Members were reminded that the request for financial assistance to a local campaign 
“A Promise for Zac” in support of action to screen children for the condition known as 
“Krabbe Leukodystropsy” was deferred from the last meeting to let the Clerk find the 
charity which the parents of Zac support with the donations they receive.  The Clerk 
reported that the charity is “Save the Babies”, Charity No. 1133080.  Members 
agreed to donate £100 to that charity. 
 

iii)  SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS TO 31st OCTOBER 2016. 
 

Receipts  £ Cheque 
No. 

    

Durham County Council  War memorial statue grant 8,000.00  

    

Payments    

    

Cornforth Partnership Contribution to core costs 6,000.00 769 

Thrislington Banner Group Contribution to costs 500.00 770 

Stage and Production Co. Ltd. Pantomime deposit 120.00 771 

R. A. Sunman Allowances (August) 66.85 772 

R. A. Sunman Allowances (September) 84.93 773 

Lumalite Christmas tree hire 783.29 774 

Altogether Greener Ground maintenance 
(Sept) 

2,596.57 775 
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BDO LLP External audit fee 802.80 776 

Altogether Greener Ground Maintenance (Aug) 2,596.67 777 

Cornforth Partnership General Administration 748.29 778 

Northumbrian Water Allotment water 62.90 779 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

West C. & D. Comm. Assoc. Hall hire for dance 11/11 100.00 780 

Mrs. M. Sunman Music for dance 11/11 286.00 781 

Mrs. M. Sunman Civic tickets for dance  216.00 782 

William Allinsons High Street War Memorial 
cleaning 

1,596.00 783 

    

 Total Expenditure 17,226.40  

    

 Net Expenditure 9,226.40  

    
  
The schedule was approved. 
 
 

NOTE:  At the close of the meeting Members will be asked if they have any 
items  

for inclusion on a future agenda.  The following items were requested: 
 

i)  Councillor Simpson asked that a letter be sent to Durham County Council 
and also their Task Force about the continuing problems of refuse bins in 
the Hawthorne Terrace and Poplar Terrace areas and the lack of action 
over the Balaclava Public House tipping. 

ii) Reports from residents about damage to gravestones in the Churchyard 
by grass cutters. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R. A. Sunman Parish Clerk 
 
15th November 2016. 
 
 
 
Signed:  ……………………………………Dated:  ……………………………….. 


