
 

 

MINUTES OF CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
DECEMBER 2018 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Cornforth Parish Council held at 7.00pm, in the Community 
Centre, Cornforth, on Monday 10th December 2018. 
 
Prior to the meeting, the Chairman asked those present if anyone other than the Clerk 
was going to record the meeting.  No one disclosed their intention to do so. 
 
Present:  Councillor Mr. A. Hodgson and  
 
Councillors: Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. H. P. Drew, Dr. S. C. Drew, Mrs. J. Grafton, Mr. 
C. Hodgson, Mrs. M. Poole, Mr, R. Poole, Mrs. S. Traynor and Mr. R Vaughan. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors:  Mr. J. Grafton, Mr. M. Simpson and Mrs. M. Walker. 
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
 
The above apologies were accepted. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillor Mrs. P. Crathorne declared an interest with regard to item 10 on the agenda 
as a County Councillor. 
 
3.  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th November, which had been circulated with 
the agenda, were approved and signed by the Chairman.   
 
4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ON THE AGENDA 
 

The Vice Chairman asked about the issue of insurance and trees.  He was advised by 
the Clerk that he had made contact with “All About Trees” seeking a price for an 
electronic survey of the ash tree on The Green and advice about a physical 
assessment of all of our trees.  
 

5.  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Vice Chairman reported that the next PACT meeting was in January.  Following 
a number of attempts by two people to break into vehicles during the night, the police 
had advised residents in the Salisbury and Lichfield areas to be aware of these 
activities. 
 
6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

There were nine residents in attendance at the meeting.  Seven of them wished to 
speak about the planning application at the Slake Inn.  Their concerns were that the 
proposal was over-development of the site; the previous application was granted for 
two three bedroomed dwellings with four parking spaces and this proposal built upon 
the parking area resulting in three dwellings with four parking spaces.  The ability to 
provide the fours spaces resulted in vehicular access being taken from the side lane, 



 

 

reducing access to Windsor Terrace and residents’ parking and jeopardising 
pedestrian safety.  This was considered a road safety hazard.  There was a culvert 
underneath the land and this had not been disclosed in the application.  There had not 
been a highways report on the development.  The builders were inconsiderate and 
were creating problems by their activities.  Residents were advised to contact the 
County Council on safety grounds. 
Mrs. Crathorne, as County Councillor advised that the decision, at the moment, was 
to be made by officers.  It could be “called in” should the officers wish to approve it.  
Residents would then have the right to appear and speak at a County Council Planning 
Committee. 
The Parish Council then considered item 10 on the agenda.  Having advised the 
residents on County Council procedure, Mrs. Crathorne took no further part.  It was 
resolved that the Clerk should write to the County Council objecting to the application 
as set out above. 
 
7. CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
The following item had been received by the Clerk: 
 

i) an email from Mrs. Wilson advising that she had emptied the notice board 
on The Oval to laminate the contents. She requested a copy of the monthly 
agenda to place within it.  This was agreed. Members had previously noted 
the changes about the residents’ group.  Mrs. Wilson requested a link from 
the group’s website to the Parish website and the use of our logo.  This 
caused some concern and Members voted 6 against and 3 for the use of a 
link and our logo. 
 

8. AAP ISSUES 
 

The Chairman advised that the next AAP meeting was on 9th January 2019. 
 
9.  COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 

Our County Council representative reported that Durham County Council’s 
representations to the Government about a fairer distribution of finance remained 
unanswered.  There are likely to be cut-backs in schools as there was not enough 
funding to cover disability issues.  The meeting to discuss this would be held after 
Christmas.  The issues at Salisbury Crescent were still being addressed.   
 
10.  PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS FROM DURHAM COUNTY’S 
WEEKLY LISTS. 
 
The schedules of planning applications received by Durham County Council, up to and 
including 2nd December 2018, included the following proposals for development within 
Cornforth Parish. 
 

i) DM/18/03585/FPA – SLP Developments - The Slake Terrace Inn, Cornforth 
– One dwelling. 
 

The matter had been considered under item 6 above.  The County Council had made 
no decisions on planning applications within the Parish since the last meeting. 



 

 

 
11. MEETING WITH LIVIN’. 
 
The Clerk, the Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Crathorne had attended an excellent 
meeting with Livin’ on 26th November 2018.  There is to be a follow-up meeting in the 
village with Livin’ staff and a further meeting with the Chief Executive in the New Year.  
In the meantime a number of issues raised at the meeting on behalf of residents and 
tenants have been progressed.  These included treating knotweed, removing trees 
and the need to be more careful in the selection of tenants and more promotion of 
houses to let.  The Chairman advised the meeting on the numbers of houses owned 
by Livin’ in various parts of Cornforth. 
   
12. PARKING IN BRIDGE ROAD. 
 
A discussion on this issue had been requested at the previous meeting.  The police 
have been made aware of the problem.  The Clerk was asked to write to the police on 
this issue and the problems of obscured sight lines in Bridge Road generally caused 
by parked cars. 
 
13.  ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
 

i) SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS TO 30th NOVEMBER 2018. 
 

Receipts  £ Cheque 
No. 

    

NIL    

    

Payments    
    

Royal British Legion Contribution (replacement cheque) 30.00 938 

Cornforth Partnership Poop scoop bags 474.57 939 

Cornforth Partnership Minibus hire 48.04 940 

Cornforth Partnership Awards for All (October) 722.84 941 

R. A. Sunman Allowances 78.33 942 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

    

    

    

 Net Expenditure 2,019.88  

 

Recommendation: The schedule was approved. 
 

ii) BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENTS – POSITION AT 30th 
NOVEMBER 2018. 

 

The bank reconciliation statement for the period was circulated at the meeting.  After 
discussion it was agreed and signed by the Chairman and Councillor Mrs. Poole, in 
accordance with item 17 c of the Financial Regulations. 
 
 



 

 

iii) 2019/20 TAX BASE. 
 
The Clerk reported that Durham County Council had advised us that it had revised its 
tax base and taking into account the County’s decision to extend the LCTRS into next 
year the Parish Council will be £2.36 better off.  The full details will be made available 
in January when this Council considers its budget for 2019/20.  The letter was 
received. 
  
 

NOTE:  At the close of the meeting Members were asked if they had any items  
for inclusion on a future agenda.  None were requested. 
 
 
 
To all Members of the Parish Council.  
Yours Sincerely, Ray Sunman, Parish Clerk: 17th December 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………….        Dated: …………………………………  


