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MINUTES OF CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
JULY 2016. 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Cornforth Parish Council held at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Centre, Cornforth, on Monday 18th July 2016. 
 
Present:  Councillor Mr. A. Hodgson and 
 
Councillors: Mr. C. Baker, Mrs. H. P. Drew, Dr. S.C. Drew, Mr. P. Metcalfe, Mrs. M. 
Poole, Mr. R. Poole, Mrs. S. Traynor, Mr. R. Vaughan and Mrs M. Walker.  
 
Apologies:  Councillors:  Mr. T. Cutmore, Mr. C. Hodgson, Mrs. S. Neville, Mr. M. 
Simpson and Mr. A. Wilson 
 
1.  APOLOGIES. 
 

The above apologies were noted and accepted. 
 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST. 
 

There were no declarations of a personal or prejudicial interest made with regard to 
any item on the agenda. 
 

3.  MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the meetings held on 13th and 27th June 2016, copies of which had 
been circulated with the agenda, were approved as a true record following 
discussion. 
 

4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ON THE AGENDA 
 

There were no matters arising that were not included on this agenda. 
 

5.  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Vice Chairman gave a report on the latest PACT meeting.  Salisbury Crescent 
was to become a priority area and there would be a police presence at Verdun 
Terrace.  
 

6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

There were no requests for public participation. 
 

7.  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
 

The Clerk reported that he had receive an invitation from Captain Lynn Davis inviting 
Members to a service to mark the laying up of the standard of the West Cornforth 
Branch of the Women’s Section of the Royal British Legion.  The service is to be 
held in the Salvation Army Hall on Sunday 11th September 2016 at 6pm.  It was 
agreed that the Vice Chairman and Mrs. Drew would attend. 
 
The Clerk also reported that he had received a request from the Chairman of the 
school governors for the Parish Council to support the Pupil of the Year Award by 
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donating £175 to the School.  The Chairman had agreed to use part of his 
allopwance to meet this request. 
 

8. AAP ISSUES 
 

The Chairman as the elected member of the AAP Board reported that the Small 
Grants pot had been approved.  Cornforth Partnership had received grant for 
refurbishment from this source and from Councillor Simpson.  The applications from 
“livin” and the Cornforth Community Centre had also been approved. 
 

9.  COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 

Councillor Simpson could not attend the meeting to report on any Durham County 
Council issues that had arisen since the last meeting.   However, consultation on the 
new County Durham Plan had begun.  A consultation event would be held in Ferryhill 
Town Hall on 25th July 2016.  The Chairman and Clerk would attend the event and 
the Clerk would comment on behalf of the Parish Council, thereafter.  It was already 
clear that the plan included nothing to address the issues of decline or dereliction in 
the existing villages.  
 

10.  BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENTS – POSITION AT 30th JUNE 2016. 
 

The Clerk had circulate the current bank reconciliation statements and a comparison 
of this year’s budget to actual expenditure for this period at the meeting.  The report 
was received. 
 
11. SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS TO 30th JUNE 2016. 
 
The agenda included the following schedule of expenditure: 
 

Receipts  £ Cheque 
No. 

    

Payments    

    

R. A. Sunman Allowances 79.67 749 

Altogether Greener Ground Maintenance  2,533.33 750 

West Cornforth Primary 
School 

Queen’s 90th Birthday 
medals 

648.60 751 

Lumalite Instalment on Christmas 
tree 

807.02 752 

C. D. A. L. C. Annual fee 411.23 753 

H. M. R. & C. Tax and N.I.C. 443.45 754 

Durham Miners’ Gala Good will message 45.00 755 

Cornforth Village Show Contribution 1,000.00 756 

Northumbrian Water Allotment water 321.43 757 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

  TOTAL EXPENDITURE 6,955.83  

 NET EXPENDITURE 6,955.83  
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The schedule was approved 
 
12. PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS FROM DURHAM COUNTY’S 
WEEKLY LISTS. 
 
The Clerk reported that at the time of the despatch of this agenda, which included 
applications up to and including 4th July 2016, the following applications had been 
received or determined: 
 
Received: 
 

i) DM/16/01433/FPA – Mr. D. Waistell – Land east of Stonedale – Erection 
of a detached dwelling-house. 

ii) DM/16/01455/FPA – Mr. J. Dixon – Former Hare and Hounds, 
Garmondsway – Conversion of a former store to provide additional 
residential accommodation (kitchen). 
 

Decisions: 
 

i) DM/16/01287/FPA – Mr. and Mrs. Cain - 32 Howard Close – two storey 
extension and decking to the rear. 
 

Members resolved not to make any comments on the proposals. 
 
13.   ALLOTMENTS AND REPLACEMENT GATES 
 
Councillor Metcalfe was unable to report on quotes to replace the damaged 
allotment gate.  The water system had no leaks, but it was agreed to place push-top 
taps on three taps and a restrictor. 
The Clerk reported that he had paid the water bill and the water supply has been 
reinstated.  The situation continues to be monitored, but usage still seems to be high. 
   
14. GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
 
Pursuant to Minute 16 of the June meeting and following the advice of our internal 
auditor, discussions were held between the ground maintenance contractor, the 
Chairman, Councillor R. Poole and the Clerk.  The Clerk reported that the current 
contract is costing £25,333.30 per annum, exclusive of V.A.T. and without additions 
or variations.  In order to meet an acceptable standard, the recent weather 
conditions have required an increase in the number of cuts from 16 to 18 per annum, 
which could increase the grass cutting cost by £1,072.48 per annum (£89.37 a 
month), in accordance with the contract.  The contractor has requested an increase 
of 2.5% to meet inflation and to allow investment in new equipment, an increase of 
£663.33 per annum, (£55.28 per month).  Subject to the approval of the Parish 
Council to the inflationary increase and an increase in the number of cuts, the 
contractor’s stated annual cost of the whole service now proposed would be 
£25,966.65 per annum, exclusive of V.A.T. and variations, an additional £663.35. 
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14. GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT (continued) 
 
Members were asked to approve the new level of service and the revised costs and 
to consider extending the period of the contract to March 2018.  Although Councillor 
Mrs. Walker still wished to reduce spending and suggested a lesser extension 
period, the matter was approved unanimously. 
At this time, the Parish Council has not paid invoices for April to June 2016, awaiting 
the outcome of this decision.  Members agreed to the new level of service and the 
revised costs and to extend the contract period.  The outstanding invoices were then 
presented for payment at the meeting and the cheques will be presented for 
payment. 
During discussion on this item it was reported that there were still branches lying in 
the Churchyard.  On Cornforth in Bloom, the judges had been impressed by the 
village and the efforts of the volunteers. 
 
15.  FLY-TIPPIMG AT THE VACANT BALACLAVA PUBLIC HOUSE AND ON 
VACANT LAND ADJOINING. 
 
As reported at the last meeting, the owners of the Balaclava have been instructed to 
remove the tipping and secure the premises by the date of this meeting.  County 
Council officials are concerned about likely “harbourage” on the other area of land 
and promised action.  In addition, it has been reported that a vacant house off the 
High Street is a source of infestation and complaints about its appearance.  
Residents had complained to Durham County Council directly. Members were 
informed that the Balaclava had been secured at the rear but none of the material 
removed and that the County Council was taking action on the issue of rats at all 
three sites. 
 
16. PROGRESS ON WAR MEMORIAL STATUE AND CLEANING. 
 

The Clerk advised Members that he is organising a dance to raise funds in support 
of the new statue for the Tursdale Memorial.  It will take place in the Community 
Centre on 11th November 2016. The costs of the dance will be circulated at the 
meeting and Members agreed to the Parish Council meeting the costs of the hire of 
the Centre and the music, a sum of £350.  It was also agreed to invite County 
Councillors who had supported the fund raising through the Neighbourhood Fund. 
The Clerk updated the meeting on grants and funds applied for in relation to the 
statue   
Following the Members unanimous approval of the £2,500 contribution to be made in 
the 2016/17 financial year.  The Parish Council was now making a contribution of 
£7,500, with County Councillors from Cornforth, Coxhoe and Bowburn contributing 
£8,000, subject to AAP approval.  The public appeal had raised in the region of 
£1,300, which would reduce the balance required from Tarmac, for which an 
application was still to be determined.    
The War Memorial in the High Street had been cleaned and the lettering given a first 
coat.  It remains to give them a second coat, repoint the plinth and to replace the 
vases and the path, before grant can be claimed from the War Memorials Trust.  It 
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was noted that there were splashes of black paint on the stonework which needed to 
be removed. 
 
 
 
 
 
17.  REPAIRS TO PAVING ON THE GREEN. 
 
The Clerk reported that, Durham County Council had been approached and asked to 
provide a specification for the replacement of paving leading to Village Farm and 
other surfaces on the Green.  The staff had replied that due to work pressures they 
cannot help unless we had the County do the work.  Given that the County Council 
quote was almost three times that of the chosen tender for the last work, this was not 
recommended. 
It is therefore proposed to seek the advice of the contractors we approached for 
quotes previously and prepare our own specification based on the advice received.  
The four companies are Terra Firma Surfacing and Earthworks (Durham), Dunn and 
Spence and Foster Groundworks (Spennymoor), and Andrew Hardy of Cornforth.  
Once the specification had been prepared, it was agreed that the Clerk would go to 
these companies and seek tenders. 
 
18.  GRASS CUTTING BY “LIVIN”. 
 
The Clerk advised the Members that he had received replies from “livin” and our 
Member of Parliament on this matter. 
We have been advised that the current problem had a risen due to a change in 
contractor for the work.  The contractor had been unable in the short term to meet 
the specification because of staff and equipment shortages.  The problem had been 
addressed and the situation would be remedied.  There had been no intention to 
reduce the number of cuts of the grass in the year. 
 
 

NOTE:  At the close of the meeting Members were asked if they had any items  
to be included on the next agenda.  The following items were requested: 
 

i) Support for Cornforth Partnership, deferred from an earlier meeting. 
ii) Changes to the street markings around the school. 
iii) Outstanding issues and vacancies at the allotments. 
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Signed:  .........................................................  Date:  ................................................ 
 
Ray Sunman: Parish Clerk:  25th July 2016. 


