
 

 

MINUTES OF CORNFORTH PARISH COUNCIL MEETING:  
NOVERMBER 2018 

 
Minutes of the Meeting of Cornforth Parish Council held at 7.00pm, in the Community 
Centre, Cornforth, on Monday 12th November 2018. 
 
Prior to the meeting, the Chairman asked those present if anyone other than the Clerk 
was going to record the meeting.  No one disclosed their intention to do so. 
 
Present:  Councillor Mr. A. Hodgson and  
 
Councillors: Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. H. P. Drew, Dr. S. C. Drew, Mrs. J. Grafton, Mr. 
J. Grafton, Mr. C. Hodgson, Mrs. M. Poole, Mr, R. Poole, Mrs. S. Traynor, Mr. R 
Vaughan and Mrs. M. Walker. 
 
Apologies:  Councillors:  Mr. C. Baker, Mr. P Metcalfe and Mr. M. Simpson. 
 
Presentation by the Chief Executive of Cornforth Partnership. 
  
Cornforth Partnership has developed from a small local charity operating in the village 
to one that now delivers projects across the County.  This has been done to generate 
more income than would have been possible for a village based organisation and 
thereby secure its sustainability.  Nevertheless, it retains its strong local base.  It 
distributes 50,000 dog bags a year, Cornforth House gets 5,873 visitors, hosts 21 
active social groups and job clubs.  It runs a transport programme.  Its staff is with one 
exception entirely local.  It is on occasion the only source of help to local people and 
Mr.   Gave a number of personal examples.   
Overall, the National Lottery has re-funded its work for a further three years.  Awards 
For All has funded a family based project working with the school and the Parish 
Council.  In both bids it is partnership working that has underpinned success.  The 
long term aim of the partnership is to make its £400K p.a. costs sustainable.  
At the heart of the partnership is Cornforth House; without it the projects could not be 
delivered or help offered.  Core costs to keep the premises open are the hardest item 
of expenditure to fund.  The Parish Council’s contribution of £6,000 represents 25% of 
core costs and is vitally important. 
At the end of the presentation, a member of the public attending the meeting asked 
questions about the partnership’s help in delivering support in the field of mental 
health.  Councillors Mrs. Crathorne and Mrs. Grafton supported the partnership and 
praised its work.  The Chairman thanked Mr.Stokoe for his presentation.  
 
1. INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES 
 
The above apologies were accepted. 
 
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Councillors Mrs. P. Crathorne, Mrs. H.P. Drew, Mrs. S Traynor and the Chairman 
declared an interest with regard to item 20 (iii). 
 
 



 

 

3.  MINUTES 
 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th October, which had been circulated with the 
agenda, were approved and signed by the Chairman.   
 
4.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT COVERED ON THE AGENDA 
 

There were no matters arising that did not appear on the agenda.  
 

5.  POLICE LIAISON 
 

The Vice Chairman reported on the September/October PACT meeting. A new beat 
officer was introduced.  There had been 14 incidents of anti-social behaviour.  There 
had been three neighbourhood disputes involving residents in Poplar and Hawthorne 
Terrace. There had been a burglary involving an unsecured property.  There had been 
two incidents of violent behaviour, one of which was a robbery with threats of violence 
which were very distressing. There had been a drug seizure at the allotments and an 
investigation into illegal actions involving a motor sale business being run from a house 
in Salisbury Crescent.  The PACT priorities would be focused on Poplar and 
Hawthorne Terrace.  The next meeting is in January 2019. 
 
6.  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

There was a residents in attendance at the meeting whose expressed concern to the 
Clerk about the recording of the previous meeting.  The Chairman’s actions at the 
outset of proceedings had given reassurance. 
  
7.  CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE. 
 
The following items had been received by the Clerk: 
 

i) The Clerk detailed an email from Mrs. Wilson of Cornforth Residents 
Association about the quality and updating of the Parish Council web site.  
Assurances were given that these issues were being addressed through the 
Clerk, Councillor Mrs. Crathorne and Mr. Cook of Cornforth Partnership.  
Regrettably, Mr. Cook had been taken ill and this will delay some aspects 
of improvement. 

ii) A response had been received from Arriva on the No. 56 bus service.  The 
Clerk read out the letter, which did little to add to previous discussions of 
this issue at the last meeting.  However, Arriva promised a review of its 
decision on the route in Cornforth should the total revision of the No.56 route 
so allow. 

iii) The Clerk read out a letter of apology received from Councillor Mrs. 
Crathorne to the Members of this Council for her response during 
discussions at the last meeting on the possible formation of a Finance 
Committee.  The apology was accepted. 

  
8. AAP ISSUES 
 

The Chairman had been unable to attend the last meeting of the AAP. 
 
 



 

 

9.  COUNTY COUNCIL ISSUES 
 

Our County Council representative reported that Durham County Council had made 
representations to the Government about a fairer distribution of finance.  The October 
meeting approved the LCTSS for another year.  The NHS Trust is to meet about the 
closure of Ward 6 of the hospital on 15th November 2018.  The County Council was 
going to have to make cuts to the school budget.  
At a local level, action to deal with the empty houses in Salisbury Crescent was with 
the County Council.  The gardens of houses in Glebe Villas were being cleared and 
the County was being urged to intervene to have the houses improved. 
 
10.  COMMUNITY PLAN. 
 
The Clerk had circulated an email from Mrs. Wilson of West Cornforth/Cornforth 
Residents Group with regard to progress on the above plan.  Members noted the 
change to the name of the group and received the email for information. 
 

11. PLANNING MATTERS AND APPLICATIONS FROM DURHAM COUNTY’S 
WEEKLY LISTS. 
 
The Clerk reported that schedules of planning applications received by Durham 
County Council, up to and including 26th October 2018, included no proposals for 
development within Cornforth Parish. 
The County Council had made no decisions on planning applications within the Parish 
since the last meeting. 
 
12. REQUEST FOR MEETING WITH LIVIN’. 
 
The Clerk had written to Livin’ asking for a meeting to discuss the condition of houses 
in the village and the possibility of three bedroomed houses being built on land held 
by the Housing Association.  The meeting had been postponed until 26th November 
2018. 
   
13. RoSPA INSPECTION OF THE MEMORIAL PARK. 
 
The report by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents was circulated to 
Members of the Recreation and Amenities Committee and an attempt would be made 
to meet on site with Durham County Council staff and our ground maintenance 
contractor before the end of November. 
 
 14. GDPR AND RELATED POLICIES. 
 
The Clerk had circulated draft documents at the last meeting related to GDPR, so that 
Members can consider them prior to adoption at this November meeting.  Members 
approved the policies and documents and adopted them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

15. GROUND MAINTENANCE CONTRACT.   
 
The Clerk reported that the Parish Council’s current ground maintenance contract 
expires in March 2019.  Its value is £26,486 not including VAT.  It is suggested that 
tenders be sought for the work for a period of two years, with the option to renew for 
a further year.  Such an arrangement would cover the period to the end of the life of 
this Council, without binding a future Council beyond the first year of its life, giving time 
to revise the contract should financial circumstances alter.  Such a course of action 
would not require the use of complex European Regulations.  Members approved this 
course of action. 
 
16.  ASBESTOS TREATMENT AT THE ALLOTMENTS. 
 
Following the last meeting of the Allotment Committee, our ground maintenance 
contractor has met with Councillor Metcalfe and the small amount of material that had 
caused him concern has been removed.  The information was received. 
 
17. TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE. 
 
The Clerk reported that Durham County Council has advised that a 300m. section of 
Bridge Street will be closed to traffic from its junction with the C37 eastwards to the 
sewage works pumping station.  The closure, to install HV ducting will last for some 3 
weeks.  Signage will be provided and alternative access arrangements will be 
available.  The issue was noted for information. 
 
18. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE ANNUAL RETURN.  
 
The Clerk reported that at the last meeting Councillor Mrs. Walker advised Members 
that Mr. Woodley of Mazars, our external auditor, would be speaking with the Clerk 
about issues relating to the Council’s Annual Return beyond those set out in his 
published report.  The Clerk spoke to Mr. Woodley following the meeting and was 
advised that this was not the case.  The audit had been closed and no further action 
was contemplated despite concerns raised by Councillor Mrs. Walker at a late date.  
Nevertheless, several issues arose out of the conversation, which are worthy of note: 
 

i) The Clerk has undertaken to ensure that the Annual Returns will be 
published on the web site for the last five years. 

ii) There is no requirement for a Parish Council to have a separate Finance 
Committee. 

iii) The approval of a grant to the Parish Council by Awards for All is entirely a 
matter for the grant giver. 

iv) It was made clear to Mr. Woodley that Cornforth Partnership was the 
deliverer of a project, whilst the Parish Council was the grant recipient. 

 
The report was received. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

19.  BREACH OF CODE OF CONDUCT. 
 
The Clerk reported that Durham County Council had advised him that a complaint had 
been made on an alleged breach of the Code of Conduct by two Councillors of this 
Parish.  The information was received. 
 
20.  ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 
 

i) SCHEDULE OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS TO 31st OCTOBER 2018. 
 

Receipts  £ Cheque 
No. 

    

NIL    

    

Payments    

    

Cornforth Partnership General Administration costs 664.29 932 

 Room hire                   £320   

 Photocopying              £16.25   

 Web site                      £176.93   

 Internet domain cost   £23.98   

 Partner                        £127.13   

Cornforth Partnership Awards for All 324.33 933 

NWG Business Allotment water 99.13 934 

Mazars  External audit 528.00 935 

Altogether Greener  Period 6 2,648.60 936 

R. A. Sunman Allowances 88.52 937 

R. A. Sunman Salary 666.10 S/O 

    

 Total Expenditure 5,018.97  

    

 Net Expenditure 5,018.97  
 

Recommendation: That the schedule be approved. 
 

ii) BANK RECONCILIATION STATEMENTS – POSITION AT 31st OCTOBER 
2018. 

 

At the time of the despatch of this agenda no bank statement had been received for 
October 2018.  The bank reconciliation statement for that period was therefore 
circulated at the meeting, received and signed by the Chairman. 
 

iii) REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSITANCE. 
 
Following the request deferred at the last meeting and the presentation by the Chief 
executive of Cornforth Partnership Members are asked to approve the request for 
£6,000.  An extract from the accounts had been circulated with the agenda.  The 
Councillors who had declared an interest in this item left the meeting.  Dr. S. C. Drew 
took the Chair.  After discussion, which involved each Councillor in turn being asked 



 

 

to express a clear view, the Councillors voted, six in favour with Councillor Mrs. Walker 
not voting.  The matter was approved.  The Chairman and the other Councillors 
returned and the meeting continued. 
 

iv) CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE. 
 
The Clerk reported that he, as Responsible Officer, supplies to all Councillors a 
statement of receipts and payments, aggregate receipts and payments and balances.  
This is done monthly in a schedule and through the bank reconciliation statement and 
approved.  The bank reconciliation statement is signed by the Chairman at the request 
of the Internal Auditor.  It is suggested that the schedule and the bank reconciliation 
statement be signed by a Councillor who is not a cheque signatory to show compliance 
with item 17(c) of the Financial Regulations. 
This was agreed and Mrs. Margaret Poole was nominated as the signatory, with 
Councillor H. P. Drew as a deputy to her in the case of absence.  Councillor Mrs. Poole 
and Mrs. Walker did not vote. 
  
NOTE:  At the close of the meeting Members were asked if they had any items  
for inclusion on a future agenda. 
 

i) Councillor Mrs. S. Traynor asked if the parking of vehicles with trailers in 
Bridge Road could be discussed. 

ii) The Clerk advised members that Zurich Municipal would require the Council 
to survey its trees on a regular basis for insurance purposes.  The matter 
would be discussed in more detail at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
To all Members of the Parish Council.  
Yours Sincerely, Ray Sunman, Parish Clerk: 22nd November 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………….        Dated: …………………………………  


